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,""'_.' f.EAD(;jUARTW 
1ST Am CAY AlJi.Y. DIVISIOI: .:.ltTIWliIY. 

APe US Forao. 96490 

~VCAR.T 1S June 1966 

IUBJZOTI Combat Operation. Arbor Action R.port (OrolY Horl;) 

TOI Oommandinl GonorAl 
lit A1r Cavalry Divllion 
ATTN. Ci3 
APe US Forol. 96490 

1. Name and tyoe at o~eration' Operation CrAzy Horao, An attaok to 
relieve toroo. in oontaot tollowod by a soaroh and d.str~y operation. 

2. Control and Command Hoadquarters' 1st (Air Mobile) Brig~e, 1st Air 
Cavalry Division. 

" Oat •• ot Oporationl 141300 M~ 1966 to 051600 Juno 1966, 

4. LooAtionl Hill Ma •• ot tho Vinh Thanh Valloy (BR6160) and Soui G~ 
Valley, C~ntral Binh Dinh Provinoo, Ropublio of Vietnam. 

5. Intolligenoo. lAt Air Cavalry Division was engAged '''ith elaments of 
the 2d VC Regt (AKA QUYE'l' CHIEN) in the hill mass 8I\st nf the Vinh Thanh Valley. 
Captured dooument. during initial oontAot indioated that tho 95th and 97th Bat
talionll C.l4th Company, 32d Arty'El&ttlllion (12Omm Mort,r), and th" D26 Looal 
Foroo. Company wore engaged. Further information suggested that the VC would 
attaok tho CIDa oamp il" the Vinh Thl\llh Valloy in oelobration of Ho Chi ~!inh's 
b1rthd~ on Mey 19. At tho torminat.ion of 0p"r~tion Crazy Horlo the 95th and 
97th Battalions were rondered ineffeotivo. Capturod dooumonts indicate that 
C.14 Company, ,2d Arty Battalion (120:m mortAr) wore in tho aroa, but ~ot O~. 
oountorod by tho 1st Cav~lry Division. Final aummary for tho o?erBticn~ 507 
VC KIA (BC), 361 VC KIA (Est), 175 VC WIA (Est), 28 VC o/l.?turad, and 114 sus. 
peots detained. The Divi,ion e.leo lool!.ted sovor~l rics and ammo caohos, ro. 
sulting in 90,025 lbs rioe, 20,875 lbs salt, a~d a lnrgo quantity of rioe boi~g 
oantured. 

6. Missionl 1st Airmobil~ Brig3do oonduots assnult into tho mountains 
oast of tho Vinh Thanh Ve.l.loy to dostrov onom~ fnroos in oombat and conduct 
SOAroh and dostroy operations ann tn pursuo tho onomy rorArdloss of bis diroc_ 

, ticn ~f movomont. 

7. Exooution' 

a. During tho first t~ro clAYS of tho oparaUnn, 14 and 15 Hay, Div_ 
ision .1rtillory u~its did not aotively t>1lrtioipato in tho operation as no 
oavalry trnops wor~ committed to the aroll. Howover, Divisi{\n Artillory did 
have tontative planning inform8tion and alort batt~rios wore orion ted for pOS_ 
sible oommittmont to that aroll., on order. . 

b. On 16 May, Com?nnios A and C, 1st Battalion, 12th Cav~lry ~ir 
assaulted to LZ Hereford (3R660628) and Company B, 2d Battalion, 8th C~valry 
assaulted into LZ Horsa (nR691632). Battery A, 2d Battalion, 20th Artillery 
and Dattory C, 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery fired a proparation en aaeh LZ. 
Only light oontAot was established UPon landing but by 1700 hours th . ., Cavalry 
troons ware heavily engaged with an ostimated battalion size foroe. Elemonts 
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AVCA."t • .'f 15 Juna 1966 

SUBJECT: Combat Oporation Aftor I~ti~n Roport (Crazy Horse) 

of all throo batt0rios of tho 2d Battalion, 20th ,~tillery firod close d of

onsive fires in su~port of tho LZ's end Battory C, 2d Batt~lion, 19th Artillery 

fired in dofensive oonoentrations an~ will adjust missions. 

c. On 17 Mqy, tho initial elemonts of tho 1st Brig8da were engaged 

in offensive oporations with light to heavy enemy oontact in tho vioinity of 

LZ Hereford and LZ Horse. 1st Battplion, 5th Cavalry waS oommitted to the 

oporational area at 07fJO hours conductin~ Iln air move to LZ Horeford to roin_ 

fO~';lO Company 13, 2d Battalion, 8th Cave.lry and Companies" and C, 1st Dattalion 

12th C.vllll-y. "t 071,5 hours, 2d Dattelion, 12th Cavalry, was Itlerted for oom

mittmont and conduated an air assault using troopors ladders to establish 

blaoking positions vio LZ Horse Ilnd Il landing zona via llR690652. Heac1quarters 

?d Battalion, 19th hrtillory and Battery 13, 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery entered 

Operation Crazy HOrso and were airliftod to the Vinh Thanh V.lley vic ITR613598 

alosing nt 1750 hours. 

d. During the neriod 18 _ 20 May, all units continued oweep and 

destroy opor .. Uons with the ml1in effort boin" tho push of the 1st Battalion, 

5th Cavalry toward tho 2~ Battalion, 12th Cavalry positions. Light to heavy 

oontaot '''as enoounterea in the Nioinity of 1JR7000'5, T1R6,)7632, and T1R665628. 

Tne,Zd nattalion, 8th Gavalry cleployocl to ~ositinn Savoy (qn612604) as "roac_ 

, t'llIh forae Ill'ld 1st 1)"tt,.l1on, 12th Cr.vlllry continued security of the 1st :',,'j, ;"'" 

em r·.'tUlery oomnlex at LZ Cob!'" ('m595600). On 20 May, the 1st Datte.i.",. 

5th G.valry was detaohed from tho 3d nri't,.do and attached to the 1st Uri,>!, 

effective 201200 May, and "Tl1S committee' to the operational Bl"oa closing ll' 

U HorsB at 1600 hours. The 2cl T!attalion, 12th Cavdry WaS released from 1st 

nrigAde oontrol and returnod to Camn Rodoliff. 

e. On 21 May, the 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry conducted an air assault 

into LZ Mortimer, (BR69A68S) with two com~anios. The remaining two companies 

swept north toward Mortimer. Tho 1st Datt&lion, 12th Cavalry, 1st Battl1lio~. 

8th Cavalry, and 2d "'"ttalion, I<th C.vnlry continuad. se~rch ,~nd destroy oper_ 

ations into the Soui Ca' and Crws Foot Area with lip-ht to heavy cont.act retlorted 

ComT)any C, 1st Battalion, 12th C.,velry ro"ortod heavy oontact vic 'f!Ii·710635. 

r. On 2Z May, all 1st ~rigade elements continued search and d~3troy 

oporations northel1st of the Vinh Thanh V .. llay in~ the Soui Ca and Crows 200t 

Areas with li~ht to moderate contact reported. 

g. On 23 May, major roc1oployment was cOl1<'lucte<:~ as the 1st TJattalion, 

8th Cpvalry moved from LZ H"rse to LZ Steer (lJR72064S) and 1st Battalion, 5th 

Cavalry occupied U's Corral (00735700) and H/lrV.,rd (nR705723). No contact 

was established. 

h. On 24 May, tho 1st ?'at tnlion, 8th Cavalry moved to LZ Golf 

(1R731550) in the southeastern sector of the AO while the 2d "lattalion, 8th 

Cavalry moved to positions in the viCinity of LZ Clems 1: (n:(7r%~) :c'2 

Smith (BR770650). These movements effectively encircl"d th8 e;;ulnY for~G ~,. 

the mountains east of the Vinh Thenh Valley. The 1st '1att~li:l. 5th Cav,,} 

occupied positions on the north end northeast; the 2d "lattflli0;:, 8th CIl,:.,', • 

on the east and southeast; and tho 1st i3.!:ttalion, 8th CavGl:':, on the: s)u'e' 

The 1st 13attl1lion, 12th Cavalry continuec1 to screen the valley itself. 'l'i:J 

Brigade maintained these positions throuf-h 27 May. LiJnite0 sweojOs were con_ 

duoted on 24 and 25 May with lir.ht sporRdic cont~ct. 

i. On 26 May, four CIDG com"anies air assc.ultGd into t';e center ('i' 

the area and began sweening towarcl blockin~ positions est,,'oL'.he.] by 1st c"v_ 

alry units. Light resistrnoe was encountereci vic '1H679647 by one CIDG compa:,y 

and at 1800 hours, Company D, 1st 3attalion, 5th Cavalry moved by air to rein_ 

foroe tho CIDG ~arsonnel at LZ Monkey (BR679647). One aircrB£t waS downed O~ 

tho LZ after only two loads had landod and all other airoraft with the ~~~ain

der of Company D, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavo.lry Were turned back to LZ Corral. 

ThA downed aircraft oom"letely blockGd the one shiT' 12. 
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AVCMt_T 15 June 1966 

SUBJECT: Comba:!; Operations Aftor''Ction Report (Crazy Horse) 

j. On 27 May, Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry and Reconnais

swce Compeny, 1st Battalion, 5th C .• valry conducted a heliborne Assault into 

LZ Mortimer (BR695665) and conducted a sweep south reporting a medical cache 

and a\lllnunition find in the vicinity of BR697671. All other brigade elements 

oontinued operations in sector. 

k. On 26 and 29 MAy, another generAl redistribution of forces took 

place BS additionel CIDG and Republic of llor'a trootls joined the o?eration. 

The 1st Battalion, 5th C.v8.lry moved be.ck into the mountains northeest of tho' 

Vinh Thanh Valloy. The 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry displaced into LZ Corral 

which had boon vacated by the 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry and the 2d ROK Cav_ 

alry Battalion assunied positions in the vioinity of 12 Colt (8R745517). All. 

units then set Uti blooking positi~ns Within their's~otors end continued to 

c~nduct looEll search and destroy missions. No cont'.ct was reported on the 

26th and only light oontact was reported on the 29th. 

1. During the period 30 May to 4 June, all units c0ntinued to conduct 

smsll unit patrolling and establish ambush sites within their assigned sectors. 

On 31 May, the 1st Battalion, 5th Cavplry deol~yed to Camp Radcliff. On 1 June 

the 1st Rattalion, 12th Cavalry redenloyed to LZ Hotel (BR806507) to secure 

the artillery be.tteries and oontinue operat.ions in tho southern porticln of the 

S"ui Ca Valley. Only light sporadic contact was made during the poriod. 

m. On 5 June all units redeployed to the blUlo c","p terminating the 

nper at inn. 

n. Battery "osition ()Qc'~"iocJ curing the o1:)orati<"n (Soa Inolosure 1, 

Position ~Ga Overlay). 
MEANS OF 

BATTALION BATTERY ,£Q.Q.RDDIATES D ATE OCCUPIED OCCUPATION SORTIES llle! 

2/17 Hq BR612604 24 May_1 Jun Sur-face NIA 23 Km 
(LZ Savoy) 

Hq BR457460 1 JUI'l Surfece N/A 23 Km 
(Camp Radoliff) 

A BR613604 24 May - 1 Jun Surfaoe 1,/.1. 23 !<in 
(LZ Savoy) 

A 8R621511 1 Jun Surfpoe NIl. 65 Km 
(High~'ay 19) 

13 8R613596 16 May _ 2 JUI'l Surf'noCl NIl. 23 Km 
(tz. C<"brn) 

13 BR457482 2 Jun Surfaoe N/A 23 Km 

2/19 
(Ca\IIP R~dolif'f) 

Bct lil613598 17 May - .5 Jun Air 3 23 Km 
(LZ Cobra) 

Hq BR473463 5 Jun 
(Calli" R"dcliN.') 

Surfacn NIl;. 23 Km 

A IlR613598 18 _ 24 May Air 13 23!<in 
(LZ Cobra) 

A T:lR745517 2/1 _ 2R May Air 14 15 Km 
(LZ Colt) 

A BR610595 28 Nay _ 5 JUI'l Air 11 15 Km 
(LZ Co>,ra) 

A 1JR468464 5 Jun 
(C~I!IP U.doliff) 

Surr",ce N/A 23 Km 

B BR610601 
(LZ Cobra) 

17 _ 20 MAY Surfaoo N/A 10 Km 

13 nne06587 20 May _ 5 Jun Air 13 30 Km 
(LZ Hotel) 

n "R464467 5 Jun Air 11 30 !<in 

(Cam!' Radoliff') 
C :JR613598 13_21 }jay Air 13 23 Km 

(LZ Cobra) 
C liR734700 21 t1ay - 3 Jun Air 14 15 Km 

(LZ Corral) 
C m464467 3 Jun Air 17 35 Km 

(CaIIIP Radoliff) 
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AVCAR-T 15 June 1966 

SUBJECT: Combat Operati0ns ~fteT :.ctiQn Rel'ort (Cre.zy HQrse) 

flA'ITliLIOll BATTERY SOOpnINATES DAT"J3 OCCUPIED HEJ.llS OF SORTIES ~ 
OCCUPATIO!i 

3/lA Hq FlR6126o) 24 Nay _ 3 Jun Surface NIA 23 Km 

(LZ Savoy) N/A 23 Km 
Hq BR462483 3 Jun Surface 

(CalTlP Radcliff) 
N/A 20 Km 

B ilR641506 16 _ 17 May :;'urfllca 

B FlR619561 17 _ 20 May Surfn..co N/A 6Km 

B BR6166)3 20 _ 24 May Surf.ce N/A 6Km 

D BR613606 24 MaJ" - 5 Jun Surface N/A 3Km 

(1Z Savoy) 
NIl. B "IR464493 5 Jun StU'f •. co 23 Km 

(Camn Uadcliff) 
NIA D ~612598 24 Hay _ 3 Jun Surfllca 23 Km 

(1Z Cobra) 
D 3R472495 3 Jun Surf3CO N/A 23 Km 

1/30 
(Camp RBdcliff) 

NIA C DR614605 19 _ 21 May SurfecQ 42 Km 
(LZ Cobra) 

C 13R9364f,6 21 May 3urft'ce NIl, 27 Km 
(Pnu Cot) 

0 :311805595 21 Ma.V - 5 Jun Air 9 CH47 12 Km 
(LZ !lotal) 4 CH54 

0 '3R93)467 5 Jun Air 7 CH47 12 Km 

(PJ:m Cet) 4 CH54 

Di-" A~ty Fwd OP T1R61359.'J 19 }lay - 5 Jun Surfa.c& NIA 23 Km 
(LZ Cobra) 

FWrl OF iJUll67486 5 Jun Surfaco NIl. 23 Km 
(Camp Radcliff) 

8. RepOrting Offioers: 

a. WillialTl F. 1"lrand Jr., Col, Comtnanding, 1st Air Cavalry DiVision 

Artillery. 

b. Franois J. Bush, Lt Col, Commandin~, 2cl 'attnlion, 19th Artillery 

(105m)(Abn) 

c. Norman p. Chandler, Lt Col, Commandinp:, 2d Battalion, 17th Artillery 

(105m )(Towed) -

d. Morris J. tlrlllly, Lt Col, CommAnding, 2d Batt~.lion, 20th Artillery, 

(Aerial) 

e, Charles L, Zolner. Lt Col, Commandin~, 3d lattnlion, 18th Artillery 

(AM/175)(SF) 

f. Charles C. Wignor, Lt C"l, Commanding, 1st 'latt~1ion, 30th l.rtillery 

(1551mn )(Towed ) 

g. David L, Oer~on. Ha.1or, Oommanning, '1'l.ttcry E, il2d Artillery 

(AviBti"nJ 

9. Task Organization 

a. 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery (+): DS 1st Brigade 

b. 2d Battalion, 17th Artillery (_): GSR, attach one battery to 2d 

Battalion, 19th Artillery effeotiv~ 19 Nay; affectiv~ 24 May 2d 13attalir)n, 17th 

Artillery (_) GSR 2d Battalion, 19th "rtillc~'; effective 1 Jun attach one bat

tery to 2d Battalion, 19th lirt illory. . 
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AVCMl...T 15 June 1966 

SUBJECT: Combat O"erations Af"';:r l>etion RePort (Crazy Hors'e) 

c. 3d 3attalion, 18th .~tillery: GS; reinforce 2d Battalion, 19th 

Artillery with one battery 8" effective 19 May; effective 24 Hay 3d Jattalion 

18th A~tillory (_) OS; effective 1 Jun OS, reinforce 2~ Battalion, 19th Artil

lery with one battery 8". 

d. 2d Battalion, 20th Artillery: GSR, reinforce 2d Battalion, 19th 

Artillery with one battory. 

e. Battery C, 1st ~attalion, 30th Artillery: attached to 1st Air 

C~,valry Division Artillery; GS, reinforcinp, 2d Jattalion, 19th .~tillery eff

ectivo 190900 May 66. 

f. Dattery E, fl2d "rtillery: GS, Provide one DS section to £d Bat

talion, 19th Artillery. 

g. Battery D, 29th Artillery: GS, attach one section to 2d Jattal_ 

ion, 19th ~tillery. 

10. }larre.tive Summary: Oflercti~n Cr~9Y Horse "'as cheracterized by the 

extonsive use ~f artillery fironower for landin~ prenarations, reconnaissance 

by fire, saturation H&I fires p~d clese sup~ort missions. Throu~hout the ooer_ 

ation, artillery was poLi'';ioned to nemit thFJ massinl" of fires on lucrative tar_ 

!tets utilizin" the TOT method of attack. This was 8.ccomnlishei! with very few 

artillery disnlacements. .l.fter the ini tiDl artillery nasi tions were selected . 

and occupied, only three AdditicYol'.l T"csiti"ns were used to support the entire 

operation. The operation provE"d "1"e of tho fow ormortuniilies for an area to 

be searched by tho infantry aftc'" th" arti1l0ry had fired intC' it. The results 

were evidence of enomy casualtic~ a'101 c1ama~e to VC install'.tions. Indications 

that our H&I programs hurt the VC ','P.S revonloa hy a VCC ""ho "'M caDtured during 

a VC attack on LZ Cobra .,ho staten that the att~ck was designated !lrimarily as 

revenge for o6sualties suffered fr0m P~I fires. 

The reconnaissance "7 fire technique HaS usec1 m"re during this operation 

than in any Previous oner,tion. It is helieved that the close fire supnort 

technique, together with the outs'~andinr; coordinatinn of the sup~rted arms, 

attributed greatly to the increase of tho numrer of enemy killed. The possib_ 

ility of the Vinh Thanh Valle" Special Forces Cemp bein" overrun on 19 May 

brought about an intensive H&I Program 'll1d massed fire TOT missions on a scale 

which has not been aohieved since Operation Hasher/Vlhite Wing. 

A highlight in artillery displaoement was acoomplished on 27 and 2B May 

1966, when ROK artiller~' was Moved f"r the first time in Vietnam by heliconter. 

!'lattery .\, 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery instructod the ROK, 61st ktillery llnt

tslion (10S)(Towed) on the proner meth"d of movinr by CH47 aircraft. Under the 

lIuidanoe of' Battery A personnel th,~ TICK 61st Artillery '3attalion waS moved frOM 

their base orunp area to LZ Colt (r;R745S18) hy CH47 aircraft. 

11. SuptlOrting Foroes. 

a. Tac:tio al Air Su-"pcrt was availablo throuRhout the operation for 

both nreplanned and wed iate requests (See Inol 2). 

b. Genere.l su=rtin"- fnroes >lhich ioined tho operation and con. 

ducted operations jointly with the 1st Air Cavalry Division were the 2d Dat_ 

talion, 1st Regiment, Caritol ROlC Division; 4 cnmoanies of CIDG Forces from the 

Vinh Thanh Spacial Forces Cemp; and elements of the 22d ARVN Division. 

12. Results: 

a. Enomy Losses (Croclitoo to a,.tillery): 

(1) KIA BC 

(2) KIA (Est) 

-gUm nBfftL
d

U9E-S1ftr 

zJ.ll 
75 

23 

62 

140 

170 

188 



AVCMl.-T 15 June 1966 

SUllJECT: Combat Onerations l~ter .:.ct.irm n.enort (Crazy Horse) 

2JJ9. 2.b:1. 2/20 ~ 

() WIA 0 0 0 0 

(4) Equi]:lll ant 0 0 0 0 

(5) Structures 0 0 51 51 

(6) Other '1 0 *13 1M 13 1M 
19 Sni?9r 19 Sniper 
Positions Positions 

*Silenoed and four secondary exolosions were observed. 

b. Friendly losses (il:rtillery Units Only) 

Cgl!Wa:t NOD-CQm];z.,:t. ~ 

(1) KIA 2 () A\'/ Fire 

(2) WIA 4 0 S/A Fire, Hortars 

(3) MIA 0 0 

(4) Equipment 1 UH_lJ il.oa.:sived 13 
:;).'.:mtl[.~ed 30 oali1:>er hits 

13. Administrative M"tters. 

a. Su,",,,ly. Since the riistnnce to thl o"erational area from C ~mtl 

Radcliff was only 25 kilometors, lordstical resu~T)ly WaS from tho oase area. 

SUl"T"ort Command had a terrific prnhlem in meintaining artillery units with 

enou(!h SI11Illunition to supnort the5.r saturati"n proi!l'ams. Outstandinr service 

was rendered by the Sup')ort Comm"r.d with all available resouroes being util_ 

ized to maintain an adequate su!",ly of ammunition to the firinp' units. The 

bo.oku1:l system of resu"ply of Class V from the Qui llhon SU1"tJort Command by 

GLOC worked very satisfaotorily. Flat 1:>ec sami_t~~ilers wero delivered daily 

to units acoessible by road and o~f loadod during the day. Then on the follow

in", day, anothor trailar would h3 delivered and the etn"'ty tr.ller of the 'Ol'e_ 

vious day picked UP. This mrrked the first time durinf an operation that lar~e 

amounts of 1cr5mm ammunition Were reoaived by surface transportation. 

b. il:rtillery oommunioations throufhout tho oT"ars.tion was outstanding. 

The use of the KYB_6/TSEC aryPto sot ~roved t~ be hiChly satisfactory when a 

Nlay station was not needed for c'.'mmunicllti('ln. ThE> KY!3_6/TSEC cryPto set waS 

used axtensivoly throu~hout tho onorllti~n whioh reduced transmission time for 

alas8ifie~ information, and enhanced timely and aoourata rE>Dorts and resnonSe 

to olassified messages. 

14. S1"eciel Equi\lllent and Teohniques. DurinE' this o~eretion the 2d Bat_ 

talion, 20th Artillery was assigned the mission of clis'-'orsing GS nowder from ' 

the M-5 riot control agent dispenser. This systam is ~rhaps the least desir_ 

able to be used in combat situations since the optimum dispensing teohnique 

is at 4C knots airspeed and at an altitude of 75 feet. This flight condition . 

T'laces the helicopter and crew in "n extremely wlner •. ble position to enemy / 

ground fire and the airoraft oould easily be lost to l1rht machine guns. 

-i5. -Co-;;';~;;-d;~;-A~-~;i~~-Th;~rganization for o;'illi.,'at of the artillery 

had no unusual features exoe~t for the tremendous amount of reinforcing fires 

availahle to the direct 6ullport battalion. We will rarely be able to maSS 

that much artillery in surport of one hrir:ade (5-105mm batteries, 1-15.5mm bat

tery, 1 aerial artillery battery, 1_8d howitzer battery, and 1-175mm battery). 
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After .'ction Re'lort (Crazy Horse) 

The larITEl smOllYlt of artillery coupled with the scheme of maneuver, alloued 
. us to mass artillery on a scale not achieved since Operation ~!asher/l-lhite 

Wing. Again, surveillance ef the impact areas following the TOT's showed 
that this technique is extremely effective. The raconnaissence by fire toch
nique was used more during this operation than in .ny previous operation and 
together with the outstanding coordination of the supported arms attributed 
greatly to the number of enemy killed. 

FOR TIlE COMMANDE'l: 

4 Inclosures 
1 _ Artillery Position Overlay 
2 _ Summary of TAC Air Supnort 
, _ Statistioal Summ~~ 
4 _ Infantry Air Assaults 
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