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S L EADQUARTERS
18T AIR CAVAIRY DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO US Foroen 96490

AVCARLT 15 Juna 1966
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Aotion Report (Creey Horme)

T01 Oormanding Goneral
1et Aly Cavelry Division
ATTH: 03

APO US Foroces 95490

1, Name snd tyove of operationt Oporatien Crazy Horse. #An attaok to
ralieve forces in ocontaoct followod by a soaroh and destroy oporatlon.

2, Control and Command Hoadquarters? 1lst (AMy Mabile) Brigede, 1lst Alr
Cavelry Division,

3, Dates of Oporationt 141300 May 1966 to 051800 Jyne 1964,

4, looationt H4ll Mass of tho Vinh Thanh Valloy (BR6160) and Soui ua
Valley, Central Birh Pinh Province, Ropublle of Viotnom.

5, Intolligonoo, 1lst Air Cavalry Division was engagod with olements of
the 2d VC Regt ( QUYET CHIEN) in the hill mass east of the Vinh Thanh Valley.
Captured documents during initial oontaot indicated that the 95th and 97th Bat-
talionsy C=ilbth Company, 324 Arty Battalion (120mm Mortar), and tho D26 Loonl
Foroos Company woro engaged. Further information suggestod that the VC would
atteok the CIDG oamp 4in the Vinh Thanh Valloy in cslobration of Ho Chi Minh's
birthdey on May 19, At tho tormination of Oporation Crazy Horso the 95th and
97th Battalions were ronderad inoffeotivo. ga turod dooumonts indicate thet
Cails Company, 324 Arty Battelior (120zm mortar) wore in tha aros, but not on=-
oountorod by tho lst Cavalry Division. Final summary for tho oporations 507
VC KTA (BC), 381 VC KIA (Tet), 175 VC WIA (Est), 28 VC oaptured, and 11l sus-
pects detained, The Division also logated sovoral rice and ammo cachos, ro-
sulting in $0,025 1ba rice, 20,875 lbs salt, and & largo quantity of rioce boing
eanturod.

6, Missiont 1lat Alrmobile Brigade oonduots assault into tho mountains
gast of tho Vinh Thanh Valloy to destrov enomy foroes in combat and conduct
soaroh and dostroy operations and to pursuo the oncmy regardloss of his diroc.
tion of moveoment.,

7. Exooution?

a, During tho first two days of the ovoration, 14 ard 15 May, Div-
ision Artillory units did not actively vartlolpate in tho operation as no
oavalry troops were oommitted to tho aroa. Howover, Plvision Jrtillory did
havo tontative plaming informetion and alort batiorlos wero oriontod for Dos-
gible oommittmont to that area, on order.

b, On 16 May, Companios A and C, 1lst Battelion, l2th Cavalry air
assaulted to IZ Horeford (3R660628) and Company B, 2d Battalion, Bth C.valry
assaultod into IZ Horse (BRE91632). Battory 4, 2d Battalion, 20th Aptillery
and Dattory C, 2d Battalion, 19th Jrtillery fired a properation en each LZ.
Only light contact was established unon landing but by 1700 hours the Cavalry
troons wore heavily engagod with an ostimated battallon sizo force. Elemonts



AVCAR.T 15 June 1956
SUBJECT: Cgmbat Opération Aftor fetion Repnrt (Crazv Horsc)

of all throo battorles of tho 2d Pattalion, 20th sptillery fired closo dof-
onsive fires in surport of the 1Z's and Battory C, 2d¢ Battalion, 19th Artillery
fired in dofensive eoncentrotions and will ad just misslions.

0. On 17 May, tho initial olomonts of th» lst Brigedé were ongaged
in offensive operatlions with light to heavy enemy contact in tho viecinity of
17 Hereford and LZ Horse. 1lst Battellon, sth Cavalry was committed to the
oporational area at 0700 hours conducting an air move to 12 Horoford to roin.
fora0 Company B, 2d Battalionm, 8th Cavelry and Companies & end C, 1st Dattallon
12th Cgvalry. st 0715 hours, 2d Dattalion, 12th Cavelry, was alorted for comw
mittmont and conduoted an air assault using troopers ladders to esteblish
bloeking positions vio 12 Horso and a landing zone vio BR690652, Hoadquarters
24 Bgttalion, 19th Artillory end Battery B, &d Battalion, 19th Artillery entered
Operetion Crazy Horse and wero airliftod to the Vinh Thanh Valley vie TR613598
olosing at 1750 hours.

d. During the meriod 18 - 20 May, all units continued cweep and
destroy operations with the main effort being the push of the lst Gattallion,
5th Cavalry toward tho 2d Battalion, 12th Cevalry positicns. Light to heavy
sontact was encountered in the viainity of TRo00LS, TR607632, and TRE65628.
The 2d¢ Battalion, 8th Cavelry deployod to mositinn Sgvoy (AR612604) as a reace
" ¥iam foroe and 1lst NDattalion, 12th Cavalry continued security of the lst Tpdoah
ard poiillery complex at L2 Cobra (R595600), On 20 May, the 1st Datta-ion,
Eth Covalry was dotaohed from the 3d rigsde and attached to the 1lst Brig!s
sffectiva 201200 May, and was committed to the overational aroca closing in.
1Z Horse at 1600 hours. The 2d Tattallon, 12th Cavzlry was released from lst
Brigade control and returned to Camn Rgdoliff.

6. On 21 May, the 1st Battallon, 5th Cavalry conducted an alr assault
inte IZ Mortimer, (TR6GAERS5) with two commanies. The remaining two companies
swept north toward Mortimer. The 1st Battelion, 12th Cavalry, lst Battallor,
Bth Cavelry, end 2d “attalion, Rth Cevalry continued. search and destrey oper-
ations into the Soul Ca and Crows Foot Area with 1ight to heavy contact revorted
Commeny C, 1st Battalion, 12th Cav-lry Tenorted heavy oontact vic 98710635,

£, On 22 Mgy, all 1st Rrigade slements cortinued sesrch and destiroy
operations northeast of the Viph Thanh Valley inte the Soul Ca and Crows Iocot
Aroas with light to modorate contact renorted,

g On 23 May, major rodenloyment was corducted as the 1st Battalion,
8th Cavalry moved from LZ Horse to 12 Steer (TR720645) and 1st Battallon, 5th
Cavalry occupled I2's Corral (M735700) and Harvard (mR705723). No contact
was ostablished.

h, On 24 Mgy, the lst Pattalion, Eth Cavalry moved to 12 Golf
(9R731550) in the southeastern sector of the 40 while the 2d Battallon, 8th
Cavalry moved to positions in the vicinity of IZ Ciems 1 (T737559) =1 &
Smith (BR770650). These movements effectively encircled the elesy foree s
the mountains east of the Vinh Thenh Valloy. The lst Jattalisn, 5ih Caval -
ocounied positions on the nerth and northeast: tho 24 Jattalici, 8th Cpgyva .
on the east and southeast; and tho 1lst Jettalion, 8th Cavalry om the s>uth
The 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry continued to screen the valley itself. Tho
Brigade maintained these positions through 27 May. Iimited sweeps wers con-
ducted on 24 and 25 May with 1light sporadic contact.

3, On 26 May, four CIDG commanles alr assoulted into the contor of
the area and began sweening toward blocking nesitions estanlizhed by lst Cove
glry units. Light resistence was snoountered vic TRE79EL7 by onc CIDG compary
and at 1800 hours, Company B, 1st Bgttalion, 5th Cavalry moved by air to roine
force tho CIDG personnel at 1Z Monkey (BRE79647)., One alrcreft was downed on
tho IZ after only two loads had landed end all other aireraft with the wemaln-
der of Company 1, 1st Pattallon, 5th Cavelry were turned back to 1Z Corral.
The downed sircraft completely hlocked the one ship LZ.
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3. On 27 May, Compeny B, lst Battalion, 5th Cavalry and Reconnais-
sance Compeny, lst Battalion, 5th Cavalry cornducted a heliborme assault into
12 Mortimer (BR695685) and conducted a swoep south reporting a medical cache
and smmunition find in the vicinity of BR697671., 411 other brigade alements
continued operations in sector.

k., On 28 and 29 May, another general redistribution of forces took
place ss edditionel CIDG and Ropublic of Kor:a troows joinod the operation. |
The 1lst Battalion, 5th Cavalry moved beck into the mountalns northesst of the -
Viph Therh Valloy. The lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry displaced into LZ Corral
which had beon vacated by the 1lst Battalion, 5th Cavelry and the 2d RCK Cava
elry Battalion assuried positions in the vieinity of LZ Colt (RR745517), ALl
units then set uo blooking positions within their’ sgotors snd continued to
cenduct looal search and destroy missions. o contact was reported on the
28th and only light contact was reported on the 29th.

1. During the period 30 May to 4 Juns, all units continued to conduct
small unit patrolling and ostebligh ombush sites within their assigned sectors.
On 31 May, the 1lst Battalion, 5th Cavelry devlayed to Camp Radcliff. On 1 June
the 1st Pattalion, 12th Cavelry redevloyed to 1Z Hetol (BRB06507) to secure
the ertillery betteries. and contine operations in the southern portion of the
Seul Cg Valley. Only light sporadic contact was made during the period.

m. On 5 June all units rederloyed to tho baso camp terminating the
operation. '

n. Battery nosition occu~ioed curing the omeratirn (See Inclosura 1,
Poaition Arse Overlay).

MEANS OF
BATTALION  DBATTERY EQQBDINATES DATZ QCCUPIED OCCUPATION SORTIES DIST
2/17 Hq ~ DRé12604 24 May « 1 Jun Surface NJA 23 Km
(12 Savoy)
Hq BRA457480 1 Jun Surface NA 23 Kan
(Camp Radoldiff)
A BR613604 24 May - 1 Jun Surface H/A 23 Ka
(LZ Savoy)
A BR621511 1 Jun Surfrce N/A 65 Knm
(Highway 19)
B BR613598 16 May - 2 Jun Surfaco N/A 23 Km
(LZ Crbra) ‘
B BRLS7LS2 2 Jun Surfaoo N/A 23 Km
(Camp Rndoliff) '
2/19 Hg AR613598 17 May = 5 Jun Alr 3 23 m
(1Z Cobra)
Hq ERU73463 5 Jun Surfaco Ni 27 Kn
(Camn Radeliff)
A BRE613598 18 . 24 May Alp 13 23Knm
(12 Cobra)
S TR745517 2l - 28 May Ay 14 15 Kn
(12 Colt)
A TR610595 28 May - 5 Jun Adr 11 15 ¥
‘ (12 Cowra)
A TRUEBLEL 5 Jun Surface N/A 23 Kn
(Camp-nﬂdcliff)
B ER610601 17 « 20 Mey Surfece N/A 10 Km
(1Z Cobra)
B BRBOES587 20 May - 5 Jun  Adr 13 30 Km
(12 Hotel)
B TRLALLET 5 Jun Ar 11 30 Km
(Camp Radoliff)
C TR613598 13-21 lay Ay 13 23 Kn
(12 Cobra)
c TR734700 21 May = 3 Jun Adr iy 15 Em
(12" Corral)
] PRA6LLET 9 Jun : My 17 35 Km

(Cqmp Radoliff)

, Y
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SUMJECT: Combet Operations After 4ction Raport (Crazy Horse)

BATTALION BATTERY COCRDINATES —DATZS OCCUPIED MEANS OF . SORTIES DIST
- - CCCUPATICN
3/18 Hq FR612603 24 May - 3 Jun Surface N/Aa 23 Km
(12 Savoy)
Hq BRLG24E3 3 Jun Surface N/A 23 Hm
~ (Camp Radeliff)
B ARE41506 16 - 17 May Surface N/A 20 Km
B BR619561 17 - 20 May Surfaco N/4 6 Knm
B RRE16633 20 - 24 May Surfece N/A 6 Km
D TR613606 24 May = 5 Jun Surface N/ 3 Km
- {12 Savoy)
B TRUALLGS 5 Jun Surfece N/A 23 Km
(Camm Nadeliff)
D TR612598 24 May - 3 Jun Surface REES 23 Km
(1Z Cobra) :
D BRU72495 3 Jdun Surface N/A 23 Knm
(Camp Radeldiff)
1/30 c TR61L4605 19 . 21 May Surfacs N/A 42 ¥n
(12Z Cobra)
c BRYISLEE 21 May Surfrce N/A 27 Km
(Phu C-t)
c 3R305595 21 May - 5 Jun Adr 9 CH4? 12 Km
(12 Hotol) L CHsl
c BRO33467 5 Jun Ay 7 CHy? 12 Ko
(Fhu Cat) L CHs4
Div drty Fud CP TR61359% 19 May - § Jun Surfsce  NA 23 Kn
(12 Cobra)l
Fwd CP TRULTLEE 5 Jun Surfaco N/4 23 Kn

(Camp Radeliff)
8, Reporting Officers:

a. William F, Nrand Jr., Col, Commanding, 1st 4ip Cavalry Division
Artillery.

b, Fpancis J, Dush, It Col, Commanding, 2¢ “attallon, 19th Artillery
(105m ) (kon) ,

o. Norman P. Chandler, It Col, Commending, 2¢ Battalion, 17th Artillery
(105rm ) (Towed )

' d, Morris J, Prady, Lt Col, Commanding, 23 Battelion, 20th Artillery,
(Aerial)

o, Charles L. Zolner, It Col, Commandine, 24 Jattalion, 18th Artillery
(8#/175)(SP)

£, Charles C. Wignor, It Cal, Commanding, lst Sattalion, 30th brtillery
(155mm) (Towed )

g. David L. Cerson, Major, Commanding, Aqttery B, 024 Actlllery
(Aviation

9, Task Crganizatlon
a, 24 Battalion, 19th Artillery (+): DS 1lst Brigade
b, 2d Battalion, 17th Artillery (.): GSR, attach one battery to 2d
Battalion, i9th Aptillery effectivo 19 May; offective 24 Hay 2d Dattalion, 17th

Artillery (=) GSR 2d Dattelion, 19th hrtillorys effective 1 Jun attach one bat-
tery to 24 Battalion, 19th Ietillory.

y €5
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SUDBJECT: Cambat Onerations Afior fction Repﬁrt (Crazy Horso)

¢. 33 Battalion, 18th Artillery: GS; roinforee 24 Battalion, 19th
Artillery with one battory a" sffective 19 May; effectivo oly May 33 Jattallon
18th Artillery (-} 0S; effective 1 Jun GS, reinforce 24 Battalion, 19th Artile
lery with one battery g".

3. 24 Dattalion, 20th értillerys GSR, reinforce 2d Battalionm, 19th
Artillery with one battary.

o. Battery C, lst Battalion, 30th Artilleryd attached to lst Ar
Cavalry Division Artillerys; GS, reinforcine 2d Jattalion, 19tk #Artillery eff-
ective 190900 May €6.

f. Dattery E, f2d artillerys: GS, provido one DS section to 84 Satw
tﬂlionp 19th Artillery.

g. Battery B, 29th hptillery: G3, attach one section to 24 Dattal
ion, 19th sartillery.

10, Narretive Summary: Orerstisn Crayy Horsc was characterized by tho
extensive use of artillery firenower for landing preparations, reconnalssanco
by fire, saturation B&I fires and close suprort missions. Throughout the over-
ation, artillery was porlilonod to nermit the massing of fires on lucrative tar=
gets utilizine the TOT method of attack. This was accommlished with very fow
artillery disnlacements. After the initisl ertillery positions wero selected .
and occupied, only three additional resitions were used to support the entire
operation. The operation proviced nne of tho fow onmortunities for an srea to
be searched by the infentry aftur the artillery had fired into it. The results
wero ovidence of enemy casualties and damage to VC installetions. Indications
that our H&I progrems hurt the VC was rovosled hy a VCC who was canturad during
a VC sttack on LZ Cobra who state that the ettack was designated nrimarily as
rovonge for ossualties suf fored from H&I fires.

The recormaissance hv fire tachnigue was used more during this operation
than in any trevious operation, It is helioved that the close fire supnort
techniqus, together with the outstanding coordination of the supported arms,
attributed greatly to the increase of the numher of enemy killed. The possib-
11ity of the Vinh Thanh Vallev Special Forces Cemp belng overrun on 19 May
brought about an intensive H&I propram and massed fire TOT missions on a scale
which has not teen achieved since Uperation Masher/Vhite Wing.

A highlight in artillery disrlacement was scoomplished on 27 and 28 May
1966, when ROX artillery was moved for the first time in Vietnam by heliconter.
Nattery &, 24 Pattallon, 10th &rtillery instructed the ROK, 61st artillery Bate
telion (105)(Towed) on the proper mathod of moving by CHA? gircraft. Under the
guidance of Pattery A parsonnol the NCK 61st Artillery Bgttalion was moved from
their base camp area to 1Z Colt ("R745518) hy CHL7 airereft.

11, Supporting Forces.

a. Tactical Alr Bumport was svailahlo throughout the overation for
hoth treplanned and irmediate requests (Ses Inecl 2).

b. General suﬁnorting forces which dolned the operation and CoN=-
ducted operations Jointly with the 1st Air Cavalry Divislon were the 2d Bat-
talion, lst Regiment, Ceritol ROX Division; 4 companies of CIDG Forces from the
Vinh Thanh Speclal Forces Cemp; and oloments of the 224 ARVN Divislon.

12, Results®
a. Enomy Losses (Crodited to Artillery)=
2/19  2/12  2/20 |lofal
(1) KIARC 75 33 g2 170

(2) XIA (Est) ' 27 25 140 188
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After wcticn Remort (Crazy Horso)

2/16  2/17 220 Iotal

(3) wIa 0 0 0 0
(4) Equipment 0 0 0 0
(5) Structures 0 0 51 51
(6) Other ) 0 ™3 M 13 A

19 Snimer 19 Sniper
Positions Pasitions

#S4lenced and four secondary exnlosions were observed.
b, Friendly Lossos (hrtillery Units Only)
Combat Non-Combzt Cayss

(1) XIa 2 0 A Tire

(2) WIA i G S/A Fire, Mortars

(3) MIA 0 0

(4) Equipment 1 UH-17 Roesived 13
Drmaced 30 ealiher hits

13, Administrative Matters.

g. Summly. Since the distance to Yo orerational erea from C.mp
Radeliff was only 25 kilometors, 1n;istical resu~ply was from tho base ares.
Surrort Command had a terrific problem in maintaining artillery units with
enough ammunition to sunport their saturation programs, Cutstanding service
was rondered by the Sup2ort Commard with all available resources being util-
ized to maintein an edequate surmly of smmunition to the firine unlts, The
backun system of resunply of Class V from tho Gui Mhon Support Command by
GIOC worked very satisfactorily. Flat bod semietrzilers wero delivered delily
o units acoessible by road and off loaded during the day. Then on the follow=
ine day, another trailer would ho dolivered and the emnty trriler of the vre-
vious day ploked un. This merked the first time during an operatlion that large
amounts of 105mm ermunition were received by surface transportetion.

b, Artillery communications throuchout the oneration was outstanding.
The use of the KIN.6/TSEC orypto set rroved i be highly satisfactory when a
rolay station was not needed for communicatien, The KYB.6/TSEC crypto set was
used extensively throughout tho overatlen which reduced transmission time for
olassified information, and enhanced timely and aocurate ronorts and resnonse

to olasslifled messages. :

14, Special Equirment and Techniques. During this overation the 2d Batw \
talion, 20th Artillery was assigned the ission of disrersing GS powder from '
the M=5 riot control agent dispenser. This system 1s verhaps the least desire="’
able to be used in combat situatlons since the optimum dispensing technique ‘
45 at 40 knots airspeed and at an altitude of 75 feet., This flight condition
rlaces the hellcopter and ecrew in #n extromoly wvulnerable positlion to enemy J
ground fire and the aircraft could easily he lost to 1lipht machline guns.

715, Cormanders Analysis. The orpanization for comhat of the artillery
had no unusual features excont for the tremendous amount of reinforcing fires
availahble to the direct support battalien. We will rarely be zhle to mass
that much artillery in sumpert of one brigade (5.105mm batteries, 1-155mm bai-
tery, 1 seriel artillery hattory, 1-" howitzer battery, ard 1-175mm battery).

T
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After detion Renort (Crazy Horse)

The large amount of artillery couplec with the scheme of maneuver, allowed

“us to mass artillery on a scale not achieved since Operation Masher/White

Wing., Again, surveillance of the impact areas following the TOT's showed
thet this technique 1s extramely effective. The roconnaissence by fire toch=
nique was used more during this operation than in eny previous operation and
together with the outstanding eocordination of the gupported erms attributed
greatly to the number of enemy killed,

FOR THE COMMANDER: ‘

. 1y \/'/ . oA
y (J';,//;--.’,Z, /y/ %-4/ Lt

PAUL G. MILUEE
Major, Artillery
Ad jutant
4 Inclosures

1 . Artillery Position Overlay

2 « Summery of TAC Alr Supnort

3 - Statistical Surmary

4 - Infentry Alr Assaults
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